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UM Information Services
The Castro Government in Cuba, the overthrow of the Allende Government
in Chile and the subsequent military junta, the fall of the Peron regime in

Argentina, and, most recently, the revolt in Nicaragua; these dramatic upheavals,
along with the steady influx of millions of Mexicans across the border into this
country, have raised interest in Latin American relations and pointed to our
ignorance in affairs south of the border as well.
Quoting Richard M. Morse of Yale, Manuel Machado, director of Latin
American Studies at the University of Montana, stated, "Latin Americans are
deceptively recognizable, to novitiate and expert alike, as . . . poor and
slightly disreputable Western cousins.

Across our borders we freely exchange

mi IIions of tourists for millions of wetbacks and busboys."
Hoping to combat these misconceptions, Machado and the other faculty
members involved in Latin American Studies at the University are now in the
process of expanding the scope of the program.
Machado added, "This is exactly what we’re trying to overcome.
in terms of Latin American Studies w e ’ve been very successful.
Mexico and the South American countries on their own terms.

I think

We must view

Latin America

comprises 20 different countries, significantly different national entities,
and should be handled as such in policy-making decisions."
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Latin American Studies here is presently in the formative stages, under
the auspices of the Col lege of Arts and Sciences, with a bachelor of arts
degree being offered.

Requirements for the program are flexible and Machado

hopes they will remain so.
The program provides students with a solid, yet broad, background in all
areas of Latin American study.

At present the strongest areas of the program

are in history and foreign language; but since the program Is so flexible,
this could change with either student or faculty interest in new directions.
As Machado points out, "By keeping the requirements flexible we're open
to change.

The program is tailor-made for whatever the student is interested

The possibilities are as infinite as the interests of faculty and students."
There is an additional boost to the program in that all faculty involved
have a solid command of either Spanish or Portuguese.

This Is a tremendous

asset as it is not the case in some schools where books that the teacher is
unable to read himself are assigned to the student."
The program is currently investigating the possibility of opening a
relationship with some Mexican university with the hope of providing students
at UM with the opportunity of foreign study.
At present there are no plans to offer a graduate degree in the program.
However, by giving students a strong background in several areas, the program
prepares them to enter graduate school
history, geography,

in a number of fields ranging from

linguistics, political science or literature.

Machado obtained his Ph.D. in Latin American History from the University
of California, Santa Barbara, and has held numerous fellowships in Latin
American studies, published widely, and written three books (the latest being

-more-

LATIN AMERICAN STUDIES —

page 3

Listen Chicano: An Informal History of the Mexican American. Chicago:Netson-HaI I).
Since 1970 Dr. Machado has been on the board of the Rocky Mountain Council
for Latin American Studies, a regional branch of the Latin American Studies
Organization.

He was president of the council from 1972 to 1973 and is

currently program director.

The council

is made up of over a dozen colleges

from Montana to Texas, whose representative members meet for the exchanging of
views and information on Latin America.

The council meets annually.

This year’s

meeting was hosted by the University of Montana on May 5-7 at the Double Arrow
Ranch at Seeley Lake.
Though the conference provided members with a chance to relax and a change
of scenery,

it was by no means all play.

Sixty-five papers were presented,

dealing with such diverse topics as Latin American business, revolution, agriculture
literature, government,

linguistics, and international government In Latin America.

Machado stressed the importance of getting undergraduates at UM involved in
the council symposium, "It gives them the opportunity to see more of the other
side of the academic business.

It isn't all

lectures and all that.

uates do not generally get this kind of exposure.

Undergrad

It is extremely important

that the counci I meet here every four years or so."
He stated the primal purpose of these conferences as being: "Feedback, the
name of the game is feedback.

If you get fifty Latin Americanists in one room,

reading one paper, discussing one idea, you're going to get feedback and
discussion.

That’s what it’s all about."
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